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Southern Carinthia

Carinthia is a state of Austria where we
have spent the last few days.VWe travelled
south and then west today initially to visit
the Faakersee - a small lake to the south
of the Worthersee. Unfortunately views
of the lake were hard to come by because
private homes and businesses lined the
lake shore. Not to be deterred we took
our bikes for a spin. Such a pity because
all we mainly saw were typical gaudy
lakeside attractions such as water sport
and amusement parks. Not for us so we
decided to drive west to a more remote
area that comes close to the borders
with Slovenia and Italy. Once again the
scenery of beautiful countryside was a
delight. Upon re-reading Lonely Planet,
Heather was reminded of a cable car ride
not far from our present location. Sig was
keen to explore, so off we went. The 6km
long journey up the mountain on the
Millennium-Express cable car was
something to remember. It is the longest
cable car ride in Austria and took us up

to the Nassfeld ski slopes and the
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MOUNTAIN FOR ALL SEASONS In the
winter its snowboards and skies. When
the snow melts its walkers and mountain
bikes. But cable cars are for everyone.

WTF Two Australian travellers could
be heard laughing for many many
minutes. Egg and Faaaaaaak N See!!

OVERNIGHT STOP Sometimes we
have to pinch ourselves. Flat parking
area, the sound of birds and rushing
water, just us with a view to die for.

Page 306




Snow in the P@%&-.......

beautiful views beyond. After sitting and
enjoying the 30 minute long journey we
stepped out into an area surrounded by
peaks still sporting large tracts of snow. With
walking sticks in hand and heavier clothing to
keep us warm at this height, we wandered
around the immediate vicinity. Very few
people were around (thankfully) and we
delighted in seeing the distant citadels and
the foreground of scree slopes and jagged
ridges. The highest peak, at 2864m, is Mt
Tiglav. We discovered on our return the it is

actually in Slovenia.

After floating quietly down the mountain in
our private cable car, we drove on to another
feature nearby - the Garnitzenklamm - a
steep narrow gorge some 4kms in length. By
that time it was about 4 pm so we decided to

free camp in the car park and do the walk

tomorrow. A most enjoyable day.
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