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According to a fellow German
motorhomes, there were 70,000
“fully self contained camping
vehicles” registered in Germany
alone last year. Not counting
other European countries that is
one hell of a lot of extra
vehicles on the road and a lot of
vehicles, like ours, looking for a
place to camp overnight.VWe find
that when we are close to a
place we want to be at the end
of the day we keep looking for

places that would be suitable to

park. Being totally self sufficient
means we do not have to always
find a caravan park. We have
everything we need in our
motorhome. The trouble is that
lots of other motorhomes are
also on the lookout and things
will only get worse | guess. We
notice lots of residences in
Austria have chains and fences
to stop overnight parking. Fair
enough. But we like it when we

find a quiet corner and can pull

up for a cuppa and sleep.

Friesach

We drove south-west mainly via secondary roads.
Mist was hugging the sides of the hills. What glorious
scenery. Our aim was to visit the town of Friesach
and then go south to an area of lakes. Austria has 300
lakes and we want to take pleasure in a few of them.

Friesach is one of the oldest towns in Austria. It is in
a unique setting with the town huddled with its back
to a steep incline on which stand multiple towers. In
the front of the old limits of the town is a high wall
and a moat that is still filled with water. We got a
park right in the main square and took our bikes for
a ride around the lower parts of the town. Glorious
buildings, cobbled roadways and well kept parks
abounded. After putting the bikes away we climbed
the steep stairs at the rear of the town to some of
the fortifications above. The beautiful sunny weather
and the distant views were a joy.We both celebrated
the day by putting on shorts and sandals - a first for
Heather on this trip.

Then followed a half hour trip south to the
Worthersee - a lake near the southern border. The
place was alive with people and activity - too many
people for our liking. But we found a quiet park on a
side road and jumped on our bikes again. We were
trying to find the main path around the lake but only
found some paths beside a canal that emptied into
the lake. It was nevertheless a rather enjoyable ride.
The most interesting aspect of this is that many
houses backed onto this canal. Each had their own
water access. It was warm and people were enjoying
the clear waters. The current was strong but it was
only about a metre deep. When we finally found the
lake shore people were frolicking in the sun enjoying
sun bathing, beach volleyball and paddle boarding.

WATCH TOWER We wanted to say
hello but he kept wanting to convert us
to the way of God. Thank “heavens” we

could not understand him!!

Campieren verboten
No camping

|

CARAVANS NOT PERMITTED This is
the sign we saw when we drove AWAY
from our overnight camp. It's OK said
Heather - we are a motorhome.

SUCKER UPPER
Austria - not a blade of grass out of
place. Even the cut grass is vacuumed up.

They are so tidy in
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~ Down the mountain to lakeside .......
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Snow in the background mountains.

The closest we got to Worthersee water.
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