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Horse country

What a beautiful place Austria is. We are “tidy
freaks’ so maybe this place suites us. Grass mowed,
flowers everywhere, houses well kept, farm
properties without any junk in sight and beautiful
countryside. It has a population of about 8 million
and is approximately 80,000 square kilometres in
area. More than two-thirds is mountainous. We
should encounter some of these mountains
tomorrow when we head towards some of the
famous lakeside locations.

This morning we left our camp beside the sports
field and drove up the mountain to Riegersburg.
We were able to park right beside the tor on which
the Schloss is magnificently located. It was too early
to go in so we took a leisurely walk around the
crag. There was a cemetery on the side of the hill
so we enjoyed some peaceful moments looking out
over the countryside below. It was then on to Piber
- about 70km away. Such an enjoyable drive as we
skirting around the bigger city of Graz.

Piber is the home of the famous Spanish Riding
School stud. With Heather’s interest in horses this
was a must see. The stud is home to the mares and
foals, retired stallions and young horses in training.
When a final selection is made of those who will go
on to perform at the Spanish Riding School in
Vienna, they are shifted to that location. They are
given regular “holidays” back here however. It was a
most relaxing day taking a tour of the stud. Only
Austrian German was spoken by the guide so we
lost a little with Sig’s interpretations but it was
wonderful to enjoy the horses and the superb
location. Free camping once again tonight in the car
park - a thunderstorm with a brief shower.

THEM SHOES ARE MADE FOR
ANCIENT This is the oldest horse in the WALKING  Amazing to see the

stud - can’t believe it is 40 years of age.

ALDI? Noticed something different about
this ALDI sign. Thought at first it was a
name change but evidently it was sorted

wide variety of horse shoes made

Retired |6 years ago but still looking svelte. o e bl heres et

out in court years ago. Hofer it is.
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