
Romania
After an early morning walk to take in the 

amazing rocks once more, we left 

Belogradchik and headed the short distance 

to the border.  After shopping for food and 

paying for petrol in cash (to get rid of our 

currency) we crossed over the Danube 

River by bridge. The border crossing was 

painless but the toll we had to pay could 

only be paid in Euro. Luckily we still have 

some, and we were then back in Romania.

We intend to be in this country for the 

time it takes to cross once again into 

Hungary and start our trip back up to the 

Netherlands.  We still have a month, so we 

have time to really enjoy the return journey 

and visit places we missed in the past (and 

revisit some we loved).

It is an opportunity to reflect on what we 

have seen. Some comments about Romania:

* Most of the roads are in poor condition. 

There are a few good roadways but they 

are the exception. On the whole Romanian 

roads are better than their Bulgarian 

counterparts however.

FIREWORKS We were treated to a 
fireworks display right outside our 
window. Luckily for us we did not park 
where the fireworks went off.

MONEY  This is what happens when 
you travel through lots of countries. 
Mixing the currencies up is not 
advised. Notice the 10,000 note.

WORKPLACE HEALTH &SAFETY? The 
drop down was quite horrific yet you 
could see daylight between the metal 
railing.
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* The local people we met were extremely friendly. We 

did not feel like intruders. I think we were an oddity 

that they puzzled over.

* There are huge regional differences here in Romania - 

the northern regions like Maramjres and Bucovina are 

“poorer” in terms of housing and generally more 

traditional in that they still use the horse and cart and 

employ much manual labour.  This is not to say that we 

did not see this occur in other areas in Romania. But it 

was not as obvious. 

* We noticed that most households have considerable 

gardens with veggies and fruit trees.

* There is not a lot of effort put into community upkeep. 

If you want to see “beautiful” urban areas, Romania is 

generally not the place for you.

* We saw many farm equipment and car wash businesses.

* Petrol is expensive. Food is less expensive than 

Australia but not cheap.  That surprised us.

* Romania has a great diversity of landscape - many lovely 

mountains and the wonders of the Danube Delta.  

However it is littered with junk in many of those very 

same beautiful places.  They use dirty fill and it gets 

washed or blown out.  

* It is difficult to travel here in a motorhome because 

there are very few camping sites.  We have free camped 

and have not felt unsafe but it is a stressor to have to 

locate a suitable site each night. Those parks we have 

found have ranged greatly from fabulous (only a few) to 

awful.  Romania certainly has more places than Bulgaria 

however.

* Many of the railway gates are still manually controlled.  

On a similar point it seemed to take at least 5 workers 

to dig any one hole.

* There are such contrasts here - a bike rider carrying a 

chain saw on his parcel rack; a pony harnessed to a cart 

standing by the side of a busy highway munching the 

grass his owner is cutting (usually by hand) to feed him 

during the winter; seeing a sickle being used to cut 

grass and then noting a snow plough sitting by the side 

of the road awaiting the next fall.

* So many partly finished houses.  So many tumble down 

dwellings in the little towns.  One has to wonder if the 

young are not staying in the rural areas and thus they 

are falling into decay - just a thought

* Very few police in evidence in Romania. In Bulgaria we 

saw police cars and police literally everywhere.

* In the north at least every house had a well. Further 

south it seemed to be community supply.

* European supermarkets such as Kaufland and Lidl exist 

in the bigger towns. A typical checkout looks just like it 

does in Australia.  They hawk cigarettes and alcohol and 

sell lotto tickets.

* Smoking is more common here.

* Car ownership is not universal, many people ride bikes 

but conditions for bike riders is not good. Footpaths 

seldom exist.

* Stray and homeless dogs are a real problem.  We felt so 

sorry for them.

* On the whole Romania has been much more enjoyable 

than Bulgaria with a wider range of experiences and 

greater regional differences.

* We seldom watched local TV but tonight we did and 

found the same programs as at home : Romania’s Got 

Talent for example.

* All the kids have got mobile phones.

* Both Bulgaria and Romania have wonderful natural 

assets.

* Shepards are seen everywhere.  Fences are uncommon

* Men sit around in public and talk.  Card playing is also 

seen.  Many properties have little seats at the front and 

old people sit here - in company and by themselves. 
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Belogradchik with 
its natural rock 

fortress features

The type of country we drove through today
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