
Westward Bound 
We were serenaded last night by a 50 

piece orchestra practicing in a nearby 

square. The recital went on for about 2 

hours. Heather eventually got up and 

investigated. It looked like a youth 

orchestra who either could not fit into an 

indoor venue or who preferred the lovey 

weather outdoors. Either way it was 

delightful to listen to.  

Before venturing to our next location we 

decided to take another stroll through 

the centre of Plovdiv. We walked the 2km 

main street down to the park. The sun 

was out and we thoroughly enjoyed our 

slow pace.  Siggy even put up with some 

window shopping. Heather was finally able 

to buy some perfume made from the 

local roses. She now also has some 

additions for her perfume bottle 

collection.

The intended target for today was Rila 

Monastery.  It was a three and a half hour 

drive west and then south. The initial part 

of the drive was through flat agricultural 

land.  Lots of activity was happening in the 

paddocks and many road side stalls were 

OLD OR YOUNG? We followed these two 
for quite some distance. Heather stopped 
me from gasping when we finally passed 
them and I could take a closer look. Mmmm.

PAINT JOB  It would seem that the 
painters miscalculated the amount of 
paint needed on this fountain. Wonder if 
they will be able to match the colour?

OLD WORLD CHARM  Horse 
drawn hay rake. The paddock was tiny 
but better by horse than by hand hey?
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hawking their wares.  The further west we drove the 

closer we got to the mountains. We could see their 

partially snow-clad peaks looming before us. Our path 

took us around, and then over the foothills. About 37kms 

out we started to climb up to the monastery location in 

the Rila Mountains. It was very picturesque.  Many buses - 

no doubt on day trips from Sofia which is only about 

80km from here - passed us.

The monastery is in a spectacular location. Its 8,800 square 

metre footprint sits in a forested location surrounded by 

peaks. It was founded in 927 AD.  When we arrived it was 

hard to get perspective on the place because the 

surrounding walls are so high, and the space in which it sits 

is totally taken up by the fortress like structure. Once you 

pass under the outside wall, the ornate central church hits 

you. It is quite different to anything we have previously seen. 

The other interesting thing is the buildings that hang off the 

inside walls. Our overnight spot is in the parking lot at the 

front of the monastery. 10 Lev (about $8 for the night). Not 

bad.  We will take another look early tomorrow.

The monastery in the mountains …….
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