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Hungary - Sopron

Hungary is a country about 1.25 the
size of Tasmania. Its present borders
were determined after WWI1 when it
was on the loosing side. It was on the
loosing side again in WWI I and then
came under the power of the Soviet
1989. It has about 10

million inhabitants and is a medium

Union until

sized member of the European Union.
Much to our surprise it does not use
the Euro. Their currency is called the
Forint and about 200F are equivalent
to one Australian dollar. That means
our wallets are full of notes. Heather
withdrew F50,000 today!!

We started our exploration of
Hungary in Sopron this morning. It is
an attractive town with a history
stretching back to Roman times and
beyond. The central area of the town
is the original old part. It is very scenic.
After finding a free park about a
kilometre from the central district we
cycled in and really enjoyed the lovely

architecture of the old town. Pink

blossoms were gently floating down
from the trees in the square. We
climbed to the top of the Firewatch
Tower. It is quite unique in that the 2m
thick base was built on a Roman wall
and dates from the 12th century, The
middle section is 16th century and the
top was added in 1680. There was a
grand view from the top. One
interesting aspect of the tower was
that it was used for watching the
surrounding area but the guards also
aficionados and

became musical

entertained the local people.

Pannonhalma

Pannonhalma Abbey is a Unesco World
Heritage site. It sits on a hill “lording” it
over its surrounds. It is a beautiful
structure and is surrounded by a well
managed forest area. It is still an active
abbey but we were supplied with an
audio guide and allowed to wander over
about half of the site. The walls are
massively thick and enormous.The most
impressive area was the library. It is
magnificently appointed with ceiling
murals and marble. The earliest original

book we saw in a display cabinet was
1434.

After viewing the abbey we were
ushered out via the shop and a gallery.
The gallery currently has a themed
exhibit on “Silence”. As | was reading
the instructions to remain “silent” |
heard a large fart behind me. Siggy
refuses to live life silently it would seem.

He can be a bit whiffy too!!

We failed again in finding a caravan park
so are currently staying in the Abbey
and Restaurant car park. We are yet to

see if we are sent on our way.

THAT LOOK Evidently this carving is one
of only two that was not desecrated by
the marauding hordes. Only a mother
could love such a twisted face.

PURPLE DUST Watched as a lady swept
out a thick carpet of purple blossoms
that had blown in from the tree nearby..
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