
East meets West 
It was the last leg of our travel to the eastern 

European countries we have come here to linger 

longer in!! 294km and 5 hours travel the GPS 

said. I looked at the setting and included toll 

roads (for which you must pay via a vignette at 

any service station) and the time reduced to 3.5 

hours. Once again the scenery was rural country 

dotted with villages. The houses are often 

painted in lovely pastel colours - yellows, blues, 

greens, creams and the occasional orange. There 

is no doubt a bit of “spire envy” as every little 

village has one attached to their church. Some 

big. Some tiny. We stopped for lunch at 

Schwarzenau. A lovely building was just across 

from us so Siggy went for a look. Sloss 

Schwarzenau has a sordid history. Hedy Lemarr, 

the famous war time actress lived here in the 

castle with her nasty controlling first husband 

Friedrich Mandl. Story goes that she escaped his 

clutches by tying bed sheets together to escape 

down through one of the windows. Evidently her 

hair was not long enough.

We crossed over to Hungary and headed the 

GPS in the direction of a caravan park in Sopron. 

It was closed and so was the next one. We found 

a car park near a rather modern but abandoned 

hotel - ideal location for a quiet overnighter.

ASTRONOMICAL CLOCK Accidentally 
came across this Schwarzenau monument. 
From my limited translation I figure this is a 
world class unique timing mechanism. Dugh!

HAIRY DRIVER  Hard to concentrate 
when passenger keeps telling the driver 
that the hairs in the driver’s nose and 
ears are getting far too long.

GULAG?  Have seen these all over the 
rural countryside through which we have 
traveled. Google tells us that they are 
deer hunting and bird watching towers.
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