NOWAK NEWSLETTER

Rocky Rooms

Up early to move the van away from the
front of the park office. The early morning
view of the lake was beautiful. We
relocated along a roadway closer to the
lake and took time to have a leisurely
breakfast. What a life! Our plan was to
visit a nearby Thracian Tomb of note and
then go onto a riverside town called Ruse.
The tomb turned out to be closed today
and the town, on entry, exhibited a skyline
of Russian high rise apartment blocks, so

we gave it a miss.

We then took a route to another wetland
reserve but decided to turn back because
the road was far too narrow for our
liking. Feeling somewhat thwarted, we

then headed to some so called “rock

monasteries”.

Bulgaria

Interestingly a young Bulgarian man we

spoke with later said that you “have to

Bulgaria has about 7 million people and has an area a little bigger than choose Bulgarian roads with care”. Yes.
Tasmania. It has an amazing history of wars and the rise of fall of leaders Some were just fine, but you could
since recorded time - Thracians, Romans and Ottomans have come and gone. suddenly come upon a section (usually
Bulgaria was on the loosing side of two recent wars and is only really kilometres long) that felt as if it had been
emerging from the time when they were dominated by Russia. It is described done over with a jack hammer.

as one of the “poorest” country in Europe. Let us see what we find.
@ continued on next page

WHERE ARE WE? How in the hell are DIRECTIONS? Directions to two VIEW FROM UP HIGH Heather has a
you supposed to interpret this? This is the places only, but four signs. Can you fear of high places. | often get to see her
only info Heather had to work with. pick the pairs? from a completely different angle as she
Gobbeldy goop if you ask me. waves to me.
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The day was not a total disaster because the two rock
monasteries we visited were very interesting. Basarbovo
Rock Monastery is Bulgaria’s only working rock monastery.
It was established some time before the I5th century. We
were able to explore the rock-carved church that was
reached via a long narrow staircase that has been carved
into the side of the cliff. Surprisingly there was no entry
fee. The place felt very tranquil. In some of the rooms,
people had thrown coins on the floor and folded paper
asking for blessings were poked into every tiny crevasse in

the walls.
Ivanovo Rock Monastery was built during the 13th century

and has not been used for 200 years but is now a UNESCO

World Heritage site. It is situated about 40m above the

ground and was reached via an extended walkway along the

valley floor and up the side of the cliff. The walk up
revealed how precipitous the area is. At the end of the
path a wooden bridge spanned a deep chasm. This bridge
could be pulled up to stop undesirables entering. The area
inside the monastery complex is actually quite small. It is
made up of only 3 rooms. What was impressive were the
paintings on the ceiling and the walls. They were painted
directly onto the rock and are still quite vivid in colour.
One of the paintings was a depiction of Jesus Christ’s last
supper. It was painted 130 years before Michaelangelo
painted his version on the Sistine Chapel. The height of the
biggest opening (that used to be the only access point), is
an amazing 37m above the ground. - quite some drop. The

mind boggles about how the occupants came and went

from this place.

ONMACHOCT OTvHAﬂAluM KAMBHU OT
CKANUTE B PAVIOHA HA MAHACTUPA!
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STANCI IN RAIONUL MANASTIRI!

ATTENTION!
A DANGER OF FALLING STONES FRo

THE ROCKS ON THE TERRITORY 0OF
THE MONASTERY!

————rr T e M;ﬁ?mm{mg




UL LT EEET

OO

H0MANN oroany

i

ISIRIRN NiNaRRInseaRRs Ry |

I

b'{

Page 243



V)
O
=
O
=
Q.




	Siggy and Heather  |  Europe 2019 |  Tuesday, 21 May 2019
	Siggy and Heather  |  Europe 2019 |  Monday, 11 March 2019
	Up early to move the van away from the front of the park office. The early morning view of the lake was beautiful. We relocated along a roadway closer to the lake and took time to have a leisurely breakfast. What a life! Our plan was to visit a nearby Thracian Tomb of note and then go onto a riverside town called Ruse.  The tomb turned out to be closed today and the town, on entry, exhibited a skyline of Russian high rise apartment blocks, so we gave it a miss.
	We then took a route to another wetland reserve but decided to turn back because the road was far too narrow for our liking. Feeling somewhat thwarted, we then headed to some so called “rock monasteries”.
	Interestingly a young Bulgarian man we spoke with later said that you “have to choose Bulgarian roads with care”. Yes. Some were just fine, but you could suddenly come upon a section (usually kilometres long) that felt as if it had been done over with a jack hammer.
	Bulgaria has about 7 million people and has an area a little bigger than Tasmania. It has an amazing history of wars and the rise of fall of leaders since recorded time - Thracians, Romans and Ottomans have come and gone.  Bulgaria was on the loosing side of two recent wars and is only really emerging from the time when they were dominated by Russia. It is described as one of the “poorest” country in Europe.  Let us see what we find.
	The day was not a total disaster because the two rock monasteries we visited were very interesting. Basarbovo Rock Monastery is Bulgaria’s only working rock monastery.  It was established some time before the 15th century. We were able to explore the rock-carved church that was reached via a long narrow staircase that has been carved into the side of the cliff.  Surprisingly there was no entry fee. The place felt very tranquil. In some of  the rooms, people had thrown coins on the floor and folded paper asking for blessings were poked into every tiny crevasse in the walls.
	Ivanovo Rock Monastery was built during the 13th century and has not been used for 200 years but is now a UNESCO World Heritage site. It is situated about 40m above the ground and was reached via an extended walkway along the valley floor and up the side of the cliff.  The walk up revealed how precipitous the area is.  At the end of the path a wooden bridge spanned a deep chasm. This bridge  could be pulled up to stop undesirables entering. The area inside the monastery complex is actually quite small. It is made up of only 3 rooms. What was impressive were the paintings on the ceiling and the walls.  They were painted directly onto the rock and are still quite vivid in colour. One of the paintings was a depiction of Jesus Christ’s last supper. It was painted 130 years before Michaelangelo painted his version on the Sistine Chapel. The height of the biggest opening (that used to be the only access point), is an amazing 37m above the ground. - quite some drop. The mind boggles about how the occupants came and went from this place.

