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Will

Locals hav

Willys

warned us that
driving conditions in Iceland are
dangerous. Not only are many of
the bridges one way (even on the
major roads) but the road verges
drop down appreciably (nowhere
to stop and take photos). Two
wheel drive vehicles are not
allowed to travel on unmade
roads although we did see quite a
number flout the rules and break
their hire contracts. One of the

things that gives foreigners like us

a false sense of security is that
the the weather changes
extremely rapidly. One moment it
is sunny and beautiful, while in a
matter of minutes a fierce wind
can blow up and the mist rolls in

making visibility poor.

We experienced only a tiny bit of
the worst type of phenomena on
our trip today - a mini dust
cyclone. The area we drove
through is notorious for the

sharp volcanic sand that strips the
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Vatnajokull

Today was really a fire & ice day. On our trip
from Vik to Hali we skirted Vatnajokull - the
world’s largest ice cap outside the poles. It is
81,000 sq/kms in area and reaches |km deep.
Under this enormous mass of ice lies a
number of live volcanoes (including the one
that interrupted our planned 2011 trip to
Iceland). It has sub-glacial lakes and many
huge glaciers that flow down to the coast.
We got fantastic views of this enormous ice
shield and some of the glaciers. We were
able to walk right up to the snout of one at
Skaftafell and drive to the end of another
where it was ejecting large pieces of ice into
the peaceful Jokulsarlon lagoon. Peaceful it
was, but freezing it also was. This was at the
end of the day - we were very happy to get
back into our car and turn on our “hot”

seats to warm our bums. Heaven!

Earlier in the day we had experienced an
interesting phenomena of huge stretches of
grey sand wastelands. These were created by
various eruptions over time that have caused
huge floods when the glacial shield over the
volcanoes was melted. The most recent of
these was in 1996. At that time many of the

ring road bridges were destroyed. 3000
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	Earlier in the day we had experienced an interesting phenomena of huge stretches of grey sand wastelands. These were created by various eruptions over time that have caused huge floods when the glacial shield over the volcanoes was melted. The most recent of these was in 1996. At that time many of the ring road bridges were destroyed. 3000 billion litres of water (hard to imagine) was estimated to have thundered down on to the coastal strip washing everything in its path.
	Locals have warned us that driving conditions in Iceland are dangerous. Not only are many of the bridges one way (even on the major roads) but the road verges drop down appreciably (nowhere to stop and take photos). Two wheel drive vehicles are not allowed to travel on unmade roads although we did see quite a number flout the rules and break their hire contracts. One of the things that gives foreigners like us a false sense of security is that the the weather changes extremely rapidly. One moment it is sunny and beautiful, while in a matter of minutes a fierce wind can blow up and the mist rolls in making visibility poor.
	We experienced only a tiny bit of the worst type of phenomena on our trip today - a mini dust cyclone. The area we drove through is notorious for the sharp volcanic sand that strips the paintwork from vehicles. A very small one of these hit us today - no damage though. Very sobering.

