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Canals

Amsterdam might be manic but it is also
amazing. Many cities have a skin deep old
city but Amsterdam has universally
beautiful buildings and waterways. They
were shown off to their greatest
advantage on our canal cruise today. The
narration on our audio device gave
interesting titbits about the canals and the
buildings. For example, the very narrow
buildings that all seem to hold one
another up, are the consequence of
original planning regulations of a
maximum 6 metres of canal frontage. Of
course it was possible to build wider
buildings by buying more than one water
front block. The shapes of the tops of the
buildings reflect the trends of the
centuries they were constructed. Many of
them can be seen to be leaning.
Obviously the whole area was a swamp
and thus the buildings have had to be
supported by deep piers. Originally they
were wood. Over the years many of them
have had to undergo renovation due to
rotting. They are actually more canals here

than in Venice.

@ continued on next page
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MR MINUTE? Tinkerers shop -
selling e-cigarettes, mobile phone
repairs and anything else.

BIKE IN THE HOUSE? To
help get a bike down these
stairs to the door there is a
specially installed bike track.

LITTLE ONES If you look closely
you might see 4 little ones sitting
on the back of this mother.
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After our cruise we made our way to the Amsterdam
Museum. It was via some beautiful, pedestrian-only
streets. It was so pleasant walking there through the
shopping precinct. At one point we came upon a
classic music carousel. It brought some tears to our
eyes standing next to such a wonderful old but
gloriously loud instrument hammering out rousing
tunes. As soon as we heard it from a distance we both
immediately were reminded of the time we were in
Amsterdam so long ago. It was in 1983 and Kelly (6)
and Chad (4), were totally fascinated by it (as most

visitors are). Memories.

The Amsterdam Museum was very well done. It had
displays explaining the history of the place and
concentrated on how the city developed over the
centuries. After another long walk, we made it home
to our AirBnB and had a few hours rest before

managing to stuff our belongings back into our bags.

Stockholm by plane tomorrow.
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One of 2,800 house boats moored in Amsterdam
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Tapestry panels representing 180 nationalities !
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Giant floating Chinese restaurant . .«
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Parts of Amsterdam' are 5.5m below sea level
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