NOWAK NEWSLETTER

Day of Two Halves

Today was a day of two halves - in the
morning we were in Austria and in the

afternoon we were in Germany.

An early ferry ride across the lake took us
to St Wolfgang. It is another one of those
gorgeous villages crammed up against the
cliffs that hem in the lake. The water was
an impossible turquoise and the beautiful
buildings were thronged by tourists even
at this early hour. It is only a small village

of about 3000 people.We rode the streets

and appreciated the classy buildings. The
[6th century Wallfahrtskirche stands
boldly on the shoreline. It has a beautiful
“corridor” facing the lake that has arched
openings just right for sitting and enjoying
the beauty of the water. It is our belief that
most religions have not enhanced the
world but they have resulted in a very
large number of beautiful buildings like this.
The inside was incredibly ornate -

particularly the roof. Typical.

After taking our fill of the church we

peddled the foreshore further on from the

chaos of the central area. Many boat sheds

lined the water.

@ continued on next page

BRIM FULL! Acres and acres of parking
spaces filled to capacity. And its only a
Monday!!! We are into the holiday season
folks. It’'s gonna be busy!!!.

SNAPPEROO? Said hello to this rather
gorgeous fellow. He snapped back and
tried to bite me on the ankles. This is a
swan totally sick of tourists saying “hello.”

PLOT?
plots like this one obviously leased as a

Interesting to see lots of little

private “summer place” to soak up the
sun in peace. Even has a hedge around it.
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Two lakes in tW@}different countries .......

After finally getting back to the van it was time to say
goodbye to Austria. We have spent nearly two unexpected
weeks here. It has been an eye opener. If anyone asks us in
the future which places they should visit, Austria will

certainly be on the list.

We crossed the border into Germany via Berchtesgaden,
Bavaria. It was only a 1.25 hour trip. Most people will know
it as the place where Hitler had his residence - The Eagles
Nest.We expected the town to be quiet. It has a population
of only about 7000 people. Wrong again, so we headed to
the Konigssee - a nearby lake - the highest in Germany and
surrounded by precipitous cliffs. VWhen we arrived we were
amazed at the masses of cars parked in the enormous
parking area around the information office. We found a
spare space and lunched in the van, waiting for the day to
cool down. Our venture to the lake commenced after 3pm
but still the place was very crowded. To our surprise we
had to walk a few kilometres through a little “village “that

was really just stall after stall filled with trinkets for sale.
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When we saw the lake, it was rather like Lake Louise (in
Canada) without the benefit of being able to walk the
perimeter. There was however a short 3.5km walk up to an
observation point that gave a spectacular view down this
long, skinny finger of water. The only way to appreciate it
further is to take a rather expensive boat trip so we
decided to give that a miss and travel on tomorrow. We
are currently sitting here now in a nearly deserted car park
in an area set aside for vehicles like ours. Thank heavens
for that. We expect Germany to dish up a lot more traffic
in the form of motor homes and a lot more people on
holidays. So far on our trip, German motor homes have

been the most common.

Also a big thanks to Barry & Anne, two people we have
house swapped with in SA. Barry reminded us about setting
up a2 VPN so that we can watch Australian broadcasts (such

as the Women’s World Cup Football - yee haaaa!!!).
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View across Wolfgangséé early morning
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