
Bran Castle 
Bran castle rests on a rocky outcrop in a 

pass between two mountain ranges. It was 

this location that lead 13th century 

Teutonic Knights to build a citadel here. 

The Teutonic Knights were a crusading 

military order set up for the protection of 

Christians. The knights obviously did not 

achieve their aim in perpetuity because 

their citadel was destroyed. The current 

structure was started in the same 

location in the 14th century. 

We are camped only about a kilometre 

from the castle, so we walked up. It was 

10am and already throbbing with visitors 

when we arrived. The outer courtyard 

was full of the usual array of souvenirs.  

The castle is spectacular from a distance 

but not terribly exciting inside. It may 

have been that we could only slowly 

amble through in a predetermined way, 

behind masses of other people. The 

interior had been renovated by the then 

Queen, Marie, in the 1920s and radiated 

an unusual amount of light and pleasant 

atmosphere. Many, many dutch style 

THEIR DAY IN THE SUN  Rulers come and 
go. Despots come and go. Nations come 
and go. Kings and queens come and go. 
Meanwhile history keeps repeating itself. We 
never learn. We hear their stories. Repeated 
over and over.

Almost very country in Europe has been a 
powerhouse at some time or other over 
the centuries. Without them and their 
outward manifestations of wealth we would 
not have the castles, the cathedrals and the 
show of opulence. We keep marvelling at all 
this and wonder how and why?

continued on next page
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ceramic heaters were located in the rooms and the 

maze of rooms snaked out to airy little terraces. 

The rooms had displays of furniture belonging to the 

Queen Maria era and other things like weapons and 

torture devices. Interesting that. Much was made of 

the link with the character Vlad Tepes (the Impaler) on 

whom the novel Count Dracula is based. There is a 

good deal of debate about whether he was even in this 

castle. We have no interest in that anyway so we 

bypassed most of that hoopla.  

After the shorter than expected stay at the castle, we 

purchased some fresh bread and made our way back to 

the van. We would have liked to go for a bike ride but it is 

really not possible here. The roads are extremely narrow 

and vehicles rush along at an amazing rate. It is our 48th 

wedding anniversary today, so we enjoyed the afternoon by 

having a nap and reading.  An afternoon well spent.

Where will we be on our 50th anniversary?
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The torture chair from hell
Lock you up inside and roll you down th slope

When weapons become art
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