
We took a taxi to the airport yesterday. The 2 hour journey 
via Scandinavian Air was easy. At Heathrow we were picked by 
David - our next house swapper. David and wife Katie, stayed 
in our home last January.  David drove us the 2 hour journey 
to their home in the outer suburbs of Gloucester. It is a 
fabulous location right beside the escarpment up to the 
Cotswolds. 

After having a lovely chat, and feasting on cheese and bread 
rolls, Katie and David left us to enjoy their home for two 
weeks. They are going on a holiday to Bulgaria with their 
grandkids.

Today we started our investigation of this region. About 7am 
we got on our bikes and travelled around the local area. 
Fabulous. After a scrumptious cooked breakfast, left for us by 
Katie, we headed out. Siggy had to become familiar with 
driving on the left side of the road again but really enjoyed the 
feel of the Mercedes C2200. 

Painswick was our first stop. It is a very small town of narrow, 
winding streets with every building made of handsome cream 
stone. The main street is called “New Street”. It was developed 
in medieval times. The town centres on a grand 14th century 
so called “wool” church. A wool church is a church financed 
primarily through donations from rich merchants and farmers 
who had benefitted from the medieval wool trade, hoping to 
ensure a place in heaven due to their gifts. The two interesting 
aspects about the church are the huge number of “tabletop” 
tombs, weathered so much that none can now be deciphered 
and, 99 pruned yew trees. Constructed in the 1740s, the 
nearby Rococo Garden was our next stop. It is the only 
example of its type in England. The aim of such gardens was to 
provide a place to wander and gaze at follies and statues. The 
place also has a maze and a huge fruit and vegetable garden. A 
loop around nearby villages followed. The roads were 
extremely narrow. The countryside was lush. 80% of the 
Cotswolds is open country or woods. We are very much 
looking forward to walking and riding here.

SOFT SEATS When you have to 
put up with hours of boring 
religious service its nice to have a 
bit of comfort for you posterior.

MASERATI  Could not believe what I 
was seeing - stick-on protection 
noodles to stop door opening dents 
from other people parking next to you.

WHAT NEXT?  An advert at 
the local supermarket - maybe 
this is the next phase for Siggy!
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Three in One 
Not doing a newsletter for three days is a first. Day one 
was a cleaning up day in Stockholm. Siggy cleaned the Volvo 
XC70 while Heather tackled inside the house. Emma and 
Hendrik’s place is certainly a lovely home. They have only 
been in the home a short time but have done lots of 
renovation inside. Outside is still a work in progress but 
what is planned is very impressive.

Emma and Henrik’s house

David and Katie’s house



PAINSWICK

Page 425

Enjoying Gloucester conservatory

Departure - Stockholm airport

Every one of the 99 yaw trees is numbered

A few of the  yaw trees
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VEGEMITE The smile on her face says it 
all. We have not had any Vegemite for 
many months. Yeeeeee haaaaaaa!!!!!!

WTF?  Not sure which business has the 
Rolls Royce - the Real Estate agent or the 
Financial Advisor? The phone box is a mini 
library. 

SUNDIAL  This is the apparatus used 
before our current clock came into being.  
Interesting to read how the time varies 
from Greenwich Mean Time.



ROCOCO GARDEN
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