
Hallstatter See 
Three bike rides and four lakes today and 

only about 60km combined. We got away 

about 6.15am to have an early morning 

look at the Gosausee (still overcast) and 

then drove on to the famous Hallstatter 

See. We arrived around 7.30am. The views 

on the way in were epic. It was the 

famous scene of the tiny town of Hallstatt 

that is always used to advertise Austria. 

After securing a park and dealing with a 

very unfriendly parking attendant, we 

used our bikes to speed back to the tiny 

town (pop 790) clinging to the almost 

vertical cliffs. The whole town is 

UNESCO World Heritage listed. Its 16th 

century alpine houses and alleyways were 

very enjoyable in the early morning light. 

We passed by numerous, fast running 

cascades that came from the heights 

above. It was amazing how much cold air 

drifted from them. Steep stairs lead to the 

terraces above so we carried our bikes up 

to that level. From there we were able to 

get an overview of the town below and 

an especially interesting angle on the 

WARNING Immediately Heather comes 
across one of these signs she grabs hold 
of her handbag and holds it tighter.

EXPRESS  Heard the rumbling and turned 
around to see a train come rushing by.  
Amazed at the number of trains 
crisscrossing this mountainous country

CUTE  Decoration is everywhere in 
unexpected places using everyday 
items that you would never expect.
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church spire that famously stands on the point. Once again 

a quiet church yard had pride of place. On returning to our 

van to pay for our parking, Heather had a “run-in” with that 

nasty attendant once again. We left with a very sour taste in 

our mouths. Later in the day we looked up Tripadvisor to 

see if anyone else had made comments about this particular 

business - yep - 39 very bad reviews.  Now they have 40!!

After travelling about 4kms we came to Obertraun. Here 

we settled our nerves and ate a late breakfast.  Obertraun 

is the little town on the opposite bank to Hallstatt - so 

much quieter without the throng of tourists (a much better 

place to stay). Once on our bikes again we were able to 

view the lake and its surrounds from the “friendlier” side of 

the “See”.  The sun was shinning by now and the birds were 

singing (watch out or we will break into the theme for 

Sound of Music). The calm waters and the light was such 

that many reflections lay in the water. So many photographs 

to be snapped. Gorgeous. We savoured every moment.

A 30km trip then took us to another little lake called the 

Grundisee. We passed through the very lively and pretty 

town of Bad Aussee. The main feature of this place was the 

massive stream that thundered through the town. Stopping 

was not an option because the small streets were thronged 

with people. Lunch was had in a lovely spot beside 

Grundisee. The waters are so clean and clear we could see 

fish from our van window. A ride was had along the lake 

shore but it was too close to the road and not so enjoyable 

with cars wooshing by. 

After driving another 30km over very mountainous 

country, with spectacular views of snow clad peaks, we are 

now at the head of our fourth lake for the day - Taurnsee.  

We are camped here early to enjoy a peaceful time trying 

to keep up with the activity in the Womens Football World 

Cup. The only way we can follow what is happening is a 

minute by minute blog on ABC news - not at all satisfactory 

for one stalwart follower and one interested hanger-on. So 

annoying - we have paid a subscription but it is only 

accessible in Australia!!!  Australia won 3-2.  You beauty!!

4 lakes, 3 bike rides …….
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House on banks of Grundisee



HALLSTATTER SEE

Page 330

View across Hallstatter See from Hallstatt
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Hallstatter See from Obertraum

Hallstatter See from Obertraum
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