ROMANIA

Biertan & Sibiu

It was a relatively early rise for us today in
order to give us time to detour to a few
places and be in Sibiu by the end of the day. It
was a great start to the day. The sun was
shinning and the roads weren’t too bumpy.
Biertran was fabulous. In fact it was meant as a
short stop on the way to the main attraction,
but it really was the best. Biertan is a village
with Saxon heritage. That is, people of German
heritage starting coming here in 1123 at the
invitation of a Hungarian king. In the 15th and
I6th centuries, when there was a threat of
Turkish invasion, there was a frenzy of
defensive building to keep the Turks at bay.
Interestingly most of the population of saxon
descent left after WWI | and the homes were

swiftly inhabited by Roma people.

The result of this defensive building and Saxon
influence is a large number of churches built
on hills with defensive walls built around them
and interesting houses that radiate from and

around the “church”.

There were few people in town when we
arrived. We really appreciated the colourful

houses that surrounded a cobbled square. It

even had flower boxes and some locals came
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into town via pony cart. A group of bike riders also arrived.
They were on a guided tour. We have noticed that the local
men tend to sit in groups and natter and play cards. It was
no different here. According to Lonely Planet the fortified
church was not open (it being a Sunday), so we walked
around the imposing complex and down the muddy lanes.
The houses, like in many other parts of Romania, could do
with some repair (like the roads). However with wider
streets and bigger blocks covered in veggies and fruit trees,
it was a pleasant scene. After getting our fill of this we
went back to the van and got talking to a Swiss couple who
had just arrived and parked beside us. As we were
preparing to leave they rushed back and told us that the
“church” was indeed open. So, off we went again. It really
was worth it. Towers, vistas, imposing ceiling heights and a
beautiful sunny day meant for a very enjoyable stroll. Photo

snaps at every turn during our |.5hr hour tour of the place.

We travelled on to Sibiu via secondary roads. As we came

around one bend we were amazed with the view of

=

Sighisoara
church we
€amped next to
last night

incredibly high, snow covered mountains in the distance.
We have at last got a full appreciation of the height and
mass of the Carpathian Mountains. A conversation then
ensued about how we are going to get through them to

Bulgaria!

After a |.5hr journey we arrived at the desired destination
- the ASTRA National Museum. After having a great deal of
trouble finding a park we arrived by bike. This is an open-
air museum that holds some 300 reconstructed peasant
huts and farm houses in a lovely park setting. It was
incredibly busy and there was dancing and singing displays
beside the lake. The buildings were very diverse and it was
fabulous that we could recognise some of the styles from
the more traditional northern areas we have just visited.
After about two hours the threat of rain sent us pedalling
back to the van at a high rate of knots. Our park for the
night is only 4 km from the museum and we sit here now
with a clear view to those snow capped peaks and yet

another fortified church on the hill.

Original entrance
way to Biertan
fortified church
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Covered entrance
steps to Biertan
fortified church
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! pen air museum were
~in'better condition than the ones we
saw in the real world
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View of the Cérpathia’n o

Mountains seen from our
motorhome as we
rounded a corner

PHOTOS

View of the Carpathian
Mountains and a fortified
church on the hill as seen
motorhome window
at our overnight camping site

from our
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	It was a relatively early rise for us today in order to give us time to detour to a few places and be in Sibiu by the end of the day. It was a great start to the day.  The sun was shinning and the roads weren’t too bumpy. Biertran was fabulous. In fact it was meant as a short stop on the way to the main attraction, but it really was the best. Biertan is a village with Saxon heritage. That is, people of German heritage starting coming here in 1123 at the invitation of a Hungarian king. In the 15th and 16th centuries, when there was a threat of Turkish invasion, there was a frenzy of defensive building to keep the Turks at bay. Interestingly most of the population of saxon descent left after WW11 and the homes were swiftly inhabited by Roma people.
	The result of this defensive building and Saxon influence is a large number of churches built on hills with defensive walls built around them and interesting houses that radiate from and around the “church”.
	There were few people in town when we arrived. We really appreciated the colourful houses that surrounded a cobbled square. It even had flower boxes and some locals came into town via pony cart.  A group of bike riders also arrived.  They were on a guided tour.  We have noticed that the local men tend to sit in groups and natter and play cards.  It was no different here. According to Lonely Planet the fortified church was not open (it being a Sunday), so we walked around the imposing complex and down the muddy lanes.  The houses, like in many other parts of Romania, could do with some repair (like the roads). However with wider streets and bigger blocks covered in veggies and fruit trees, it was a pleasant scene.  After getting our fill of this we went back to the van and got talking to a Swiss couple who had just arrived and parked beside us. As we were preparing to leave they rushed back and told us that the “church” was indeed open. So, off we went again. It really was worth it.  Towers, vistas, imposing ceiling heights and a beautiful sunny day meant for a very enjoyable stroll. Photo snaps at every turn during our 1.5hr hour tour of the place.
	We travelled on to Sibiu via secondary roads.  As we came around one bend we were amazed with the view of incredibly high, snow covered mountains in the distance.  We have at last got a full appreciation of the height and mass of the Carpathian Mountains. A conversation then ensued about how we are going to get through them to Bulgaria!
	After a 1.5hr journey we arrived at the desired destination - the ASTRA National Museum. After having a great deal of trouble finding a park we arrived by bike.  This is an open-air museum that holds some 300 reconstructed peasant huts and farm houses in a lovely park setting. It was incredibly busy and there was dancing and singing displays beside the lake. The buildings were very diverse and it was fabulous that we could recognise some of the styles from the more traditional northern areas we have just visited.  After about two hours the threat of rain sent us pedalling back to the van at a high rate of knots. Our park for the night is only 4 km from the museum and we sit here now with a clear view to those snow capped peaks and yet another fortified church on the hill.

