
Northward 
Today was an interesting one. It started 

out with an unexpected narrow road up 

over the mountains that hemmed in the 

lake we camped beside last night. We just 

wanted to avoid the motorway and were 

treated to a short, glorious drive up a 

steep incline and over a mountainous 

area. The drive took us past houses with 

fabulous views of the lake and quite 

isolated forests further on. We were very 

impressed that many cyclists were testing 

themselves on the slopes. A number of 

them seemed to be of the grey haired 

variety with pot bellies riding e-bikes.

Gmünd (a historical town) was our first 

intended destination. We arrived in dreary 

overcast weather and were impressed 

with what looked like the old city gates.  

The place was deserted however with 

only a few restaurants being open but 

with few customers. Gmünd (notice the 

umlaut) was a very lovely place full of 

historic buildings but being empty and 

chilly it was not so enjoyable. We retraced 

our steps to the van and used the 

AIR FLOW Many barns have 
w i n d ow s fi l l e d i n w i t h 
brickwork - great airflow.

HARD YAKKA?  Impressed to see 
this heavily built fellow labouring up 
the hill. It was made a little easier on 
his e-bike. Seen lots of these here.

NUMBER TWO  Funny sign 
advertising a toilet stop. Made 
me think though.
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Altenmarkt



internet to discover that today is a public holiday in Austria. 

It is “Whit Monday” - some sort of religious holiday. 

Unfortunately we badly need a supermarket and we had 

hoped to fill our gas bottle here. Another priority becoming 

more urgent for us both is to get a haircut before people 

start to make comments. None of these things were 

available unfortunately, so we moved on. After a 

considerable discussion we decided to take the motorway 

with its two toll tunnels. We would prefer the other less 

travelled roads for the scenery they provide, but the 

mountains here, further north, are considerable and we 

have to show some caution. So the main road it was. 

Painless, and two tunnels of 6kms each and we were 

another 60km north to the town of Radstadt - also a 

historic town. Unfortunately with the same factors at work, 

Radstadt was also not very inviting. Using “Park4Night” we 

found a park in an uninspiring location next to the town 

and rode our bikes around briefly. However on return to 

the van we decided to go to another location 10 minutes

away. It is a farm that allows campers to stay overnight.  

What a great decision that was. The drive took us over 

consistently lovely countryside to this delightful rural area 

on the outskirts of a town called Altenmarkt.  Here we 

were greeted by a very friendly young woman, given heaps 

of info about the surrounding area and, to make matters 

even better, she had eggs for sale - we eat tonight. A bike 

ride around the tranquil farming area and the little village 

was greatly enjoyed and saved the day from being 

forgettable. One interesting insight is that an ordinary little 

village like this (that does not warrant an entry in Lonely 

Planet) can give so much pleasure. The traditional Austrian 

buildings in this town were a joy.  We cycled past and kept 

stopping to absorb their beauty. The town also had the 

requisite lovely old church and surrounding graveyard.  

One other little realisation today is the lengths to which 

the Austrians go to beautify their homes and businesses.  

Flowers, little decorations, lovely water features are found 

in the most usual of places - driveways, balconies, 

roundabouts, windowsills.

State of Salzburg …….
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A pleasant ride from our camp site to nearby Altenmarkt
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Gmünd church and cemetery

Gmünd’s city centre
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View from road leaving Weinssensee
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Our farm stay camping place for the night

The road going into Radstadt
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