
NETHERLANDS

AMSTERDAM 
This is our third visit to Amsterdam. The other 
occasions were day trips only. We are thus familiar with 
the canal system and the preponderance of bikes. We 
walked for hours today around areas that were said to 
have great canal views and interesting buildings. Our 
bikes were left in our bags. We have been warned that 
riding bikes here is a serious business and if we go out 
and join the locals we would be risking life or limb! We 
agreed with that sentiment and settled for walking. 
However, even walking was dangerous. One needs to 
keep an eye out for vehicles, trams and of course bikes 
going in all directions. Our heads were constantly 
turning and checking. It really is not a place for anyone 
who hesitates or is not capable of moving quickly. 
“Manic” is an apt description. The city is also strewn 
with lots of rubbish. This is surprising, because we don’t 
remember it being like this on previous visits and it 
certainly does not live up to the extremely high 
standards of the Netherlands in general. 

One very interesting place was a market that is reputed 
to be the longest in all of Europe. It occupied about a 
kilometre or two of one particular area. It had a very 
broad range of product offerings and they were 
generally of a reasonable quality.  

The local community around our AirBnB has a much 
smaller market that is erected every day except Sunday.  
We got some lovely pastries there yesterday. However, 
on arriving back at our abode later in the day the street 
where the stalls stood were absolutely filthy.

One noticeable thing is that there appear to be few old 
people - at least they are not evident walking the 
streets. Tomorrow we hope to do a canal tour - the city 
certainly looks better and feels safer, from the water.  

GREEN CAR? Blue 3 wheeler with a 
tree growing inside the cabin - such 
is the wait for drivers in Amsterdam?

GROOVY? Latest in design. 
Versatile and nimble but hellishly 
expensive. Fashion statement?

KAMAKAZI DRIVER?  The warning 
sign on the back windscreen says it all. 
We wondered if he looked like the 
mad professor or just a smart-arse kid.
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Kid’s playground right in the middle of the road!!



Page 383

Amsterdam’s floating market - stalls selling all kinds of flowers and bulbs.
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Weeds grow anywhere.

Lots of house boats - convenient location.
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Thousands of bikes are fished out of the canals each year.

The parks are well used - Vondel Park Great to see groups of young people using Vondel Park

Dutch National Museum - Rijksmuseum
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